
!"#$%&'()&"*%#+,%-!"-.
Adiacente al Duomo di San Giorgio, 
nel cuore pulsante di Modica, sorge la 
Residenza Hortus di Anime a Sud, uno 
spazio segreto ed esclusivo dove storia 
e contemporaneità, passione per l’arte 
e rispetto per l’ambiente si mescolano 
insieme.

Hortus, dal latino giardino, è una 
suggestiva residenza risalente alla 
metà del XVI secolo tornata in vita a 
seguito di un progetto di riqualificazione 
e ristrutturazione. Un importante 
intervento, portato avanti dall’architetto, 
fondatore e manager Luca Giannini, 
che basandosi sull’idea di preservare 
le tracce del tempo e di instaurare un 
dialogo coerente ed armonioso tra 
antico e contemporaneo, è riuscito a 
riportare alla luce questa costruzione 
ormai completamente abbandonata.
Adagiata su una terrazza panoramica, 
immersa nel verde della macchia 

mediterranea e circondata dalla pietra 
bianca del barocco siciliano, Hortus 
è diventata un luogo idilliaco in cui 
sublimare le proprie passioni e riscoprirsi 
a contatto con la natura e con tutti gli 
elementi che la compongono. 

Distribuita su più livelli, la proprietà 
occupa un’area complessiva di circa 
350 mq di cui: 110 sono impegnati 
dagli ambienti interni, 65 sono occupati 
dalla straordinaria grotta, vero tesoro 
nascosto, protetto da alte mura di pietra 
e ben 175 sono dedicati al giardino, 
elemento connotante del luogo da cui 
deriva lo stesso nome. Quest’ultima 
zona rappresenta infatti l’ambiente più 
intimo e suggestivo dell’edificio. Grazie 
alla presenza della vasca idromassaggio 
riscaldata, completamente in pietra e 
attorniata dall’ombra di alberi tipici del 
luogo tra cui melograni, fichi, mandarini, 
aranci e nespoli, agli ospiti viene data 

Silenzi e magia
Hortus: una raffinata dimora nel cuore di Modica
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under the original plant, generally 
offer three unique rooms with private 
bathrooms, one upstairs and two on the 
ground floor, a living space and a large 
kitchen island. 

At the top level over the room, it opens 
their impressive sophisticated terrace 
with views, from which it’s possible to 
enjoy a wonderful view. Three suites 
features are the stone decorations that 
recall three different natural elements. 
Stone is also used for the bed head, the 
wall coverings are decorated with lava 
stone tiles and the services washbasins 
are designed by the same architect. 
The Water suite is characterized by 
limestone and it shows a large circular 
bed and as connoting element has in its 
interior a large whirlpool bath behind 
the bed. The Fire suites, characterized 
by lava stone, with a king-size bed on 
base and presents an element connoting 
a bio-fireplace. Finally, the suite Air, the 
only one upstairs, is characterized by the 
pitch stone has a queen-size bed on a 
base with free-standing washbasin also 
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in pitch prompting the shape of a whale 
tail. 

Renovation carried out with great 
care to preserve the original integrity 
of the structure and composition of 
local rocks. Have been adopted in fact 
environmentally friendly technologies 
and bio architecture such as the 
natural plasters based on lime for 
walls; wooden beams with insulating 
cork, ancient Sicilian tiles and vaulted 
ceilings in plaster for shell; ClayLime 
ecological solutions for living room and 
clay-based kitchen, and creatine for 
lime-lined chambers and bathrooms. 
For the lighting, led bodies were 
installed, controlled by a twilight system. 
To complete the design, element of 
extraordinary peculiarity that acts 
as a connection between the various 
planes, is the helix scale in iron and 
glass. Made to measure and developed 
around 7 meters in height, it is made up 
of an original "fan-locked" mechanical 
locking system that allows to maintain 
the privacy of the upper room without 
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reducing the interior space. From 
this charming staircase leads to the 
underground cellar, as a result of the 
old cave transformation excavated in 
the rock.

Making it even more original are the 
different style furnishings that come 
together to create perfect harmony. 
In the various environments we find 
embroidered Sicilian bedspreads, 
Moroccan carpets, iron aviators, candle 
lanterns, Caltagirone ceramics, hanging 
lamps, antique pieces, paintings and 
sculptures that make the location 
unique. A beautiful house filled with 
suggestions, nestled between the green 
and soft  hills where to relax, regenerate 
and meditate.
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